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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Worth A Million Words 


What a Pride Weekend that was! Twin Cities, as usual, you did not 
disappoint when it comes to celebrating the most fabulous time of the 
year. And this year was especially magical, seeing as how we were also 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the momentous Stonewall Riots, and 
all of the love, unity, and joy on display by this community was absolutely 
inspiring. 

Every year, Lavender offers readers a special Pride in Pictures issue, 
sharing photos taken during the various Pride and Pride-themed events 
occurring in the Twin Cities from late May to the end of June. This year, 
however, we're shaking things up by offering not опе but TWO Pride 
in Pictures issues, with the second hitting stands on July 18. So if there 
are any Pride events that may seem like they're missing from this first 
installment, fear not! We have plenty more in store in two weeks. 

We also have an exclusive interview with Col. (P) Stefanie Horvath, 
who is set to become the first openly lesbian Brigadier General in Min- 
nesota National Guard history. 

Now, seeing how 2019 is officially half over, we have lots to look for- 
ward to in our community, as we have lots of great editorial content in the 


works following the second part of our Pride in Pictures duology. From 
amazing wedding goodies and fall arts coverage, to health and beauty 
content and our annual Holiday Gift Guide, we're planning to close out 
the rest of 2019 with the best of the best! 

As for your friendly neighborhood managing editor, ГЇЇ be on vacation 
in beautiful Philadelphia as you read this. Гуе never been properly ac- 
quainted with the City of Brotherly Love before, and I'm beyond stoked 
for several days' worth of history crawls, cheesesteaks, and the obliga- 
tory sad attempt at running up the Rocky Steps in one piece. I might 
even make an article out of it, should my lungs not burst. We shall see. 

So enjoy this first of two Pride in Pictures issues, keep your peepers 
open for Part Two, and enjoy your summer! 

Editor's Note: Clarifying edits were made to the online version of the 
article “JustUs For Justice” in the June 20 issue. Also, on Page 6 of the flip 
cover section of the June 20 issue, a typo is present in the "September 20, 
2011” entry on the timeline. It should read, “The repeal of ‘Don’t Ask, Don't 
Tell’ officially goes into effect, allowing gay, lesbian, and bisexual troops to 
serve openly." Lavender regrets these errors. 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Тоо Close То Home 


There are so many disturbing news bytes spewing forth daily from 
the myriad devices that often one simply eye-rolls, mutters an expletive 
and scrolls on. Another red face demanding punishment be meted out to 
those who think/look/act/ differently than the pronouncer. 

Now and again, something will register. A different headline informed 
me that a face Га seen pronouncing earlier online turned out to be the 
mayor of Carbon Hill, AL, a short hop up the road from where Га lived 
for over a decade. Mr. Mark Chambers, mayor since 2014, was the man 
who shared a post reading, “We live in a society where homosexuals lec- 
ture us on morals, transvestites lecture us on human biology, baby kill- 
ers lecture us on human rights and socialists lecture us on economics,” 
concluding, “The only way to change it would be to kill the problem out.” 

I would venture the town “transvestites” spend more energy discuss- 
ing sartorial trends than lecturing on biology-if he meant “transgender,” 
then gender is their concern. Homosexuals generally go about their 
daily rounds of shopping, cooking, working. And no one ever proposed 
killing babies. Is Mayor Chambers projecting? I’ve never heard a homo- 
sexual or transvestite urge the wholesale liquidation of others, so I'd be 


interested in his definition of *morals." 

'The population in my town last census was 14,052; Carbon Hill's was 
2,071. In my experience then, and ГІЇ wager now, no one is lecturing 
him on morals, biology, or killing babies. As for local economics, I won't 
venture a guess. Coal was king; we used abandoned strip-mined pits for 
target practice. As for lecturing, while working as an LPN in a local nurs- 
ing home, I heard the Sunday pastor tell his wheel-bound congregation, 
“All the Jews are going to Hell." 

I met mostly nice folks there; a Protestant pianist played during Fri- 
day night services at the sole, tiny synagogue, occasional mixed couples 
dined at Shoney's, the Scots segment of the citizenry held annual High- 
land Games, Mr. Chambers and I both likely travelled highway 78 to 
the Walmart Supercenter, used the same bank, insurance agent or car 
dealer, relaxed with friends or family at 21.000 square-acre Smith Lake 
(Alabama, too, is wooded and many-laked). 

We never met, and yet...I’m a problem to be “killed out." ፪ 
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OUR LIVES 


BY CHRIS TARBOX 


ALWAYS READY 


ТО MAKE HISTORY 


Col. (P) Stefanie Horvath will make history when she becomes the first openly lesbian Brigadier General in the 
annals of the Minnesota National Guard. 


As of July 9 of this year, Col. (P) Stefanie Horvath will be the first openly lesbian 
Brigadier General in the history of the Minnesota National Guard. Photo courtesy of 
the Minnesota National Guard 


When it came to her decision to ultimately join the Minnesota Na- 
tional Guard, Col. (P) Stefanie Horvath said that it likely came down to a 
visit to Twin Cities Pride Weekend back in 1997. 

“One of my first visits to Minnesota was to attend Pride Weekend 
and then every other life decision (including jobs and home) was based 
on how to be closer to Pride Weekend,” said Horvath. “I was so amazed 
by an entire park filled with the GLBT community—it was a little mind 
blowing and I was known for being a bit rash as a youth. At that time, I 
was already a commissioned officer in the ND Army National Guard and 
it was easy enough to transfer into the Minnesota Army National Guard. 
Best decision ever.” 

That one decision would evolve into a lifetime of proud service with 
the Minnesota National Guard, and on July 9, she will make history 
when she becomes the first openly lesbian Brigadier General in Min- 
nesota National Guard history. Based on her long record of service, this 
was clearly a promotion well-earned. 

“I am currently a Colonel in a position that oversees planning and 
operations,” said Horvath. “This is one of many positions I’ve held in the 
military which, no shock, is quite a vigorous institution when it comes to 
individual development and metrics. This promotion to General Officer 
was not one made on a whim, but years of evaluations and assignments. 
I call that out, not to just showcase my work but to showcase my raters 
and senior raters who accurately attributed my work to my performance 
in a written evaluation. Diversity and Inclusion doesn’t exist without cor- 
rect attribution and organizational career management, regardless what 
the D&I power point presentation says.” 

Born and raised in Minot, North Dakota, Horvath attended North 
Dakota State University. A proud Bison, Horvath’s path eventually took 
her to the 2nd Battalion, 135th Infantry headquartered in Mankato, MN, 
where she was the only female in her battalion in her very first deploy- 
ment to Kosovo post-9/11. 

“I was their SIGO (Signal Officer) responsible for keeping their com- 
munications and computer equipment up and running,” said Horvath. “Of 
course this is not going to start off well, but by the end of the deployment, I 
truly felt like a part of that combat force. I could fix their printers and radio 
antennas without yelling as much as the previous SIGO. I could run two 
miles pretty fast (thank you rugby training) and could fire my weapon.” 
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OUR LIVES BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Col. (P) Stefanie Horvath has been an outspoken advo- 
cate for the presence of women in technology. Photo 
by Jerome Crea 


“When the March riots occurred in 2004, 
2nd, 135th INF BN stood toe to toe with very 
angry mobs from centuries of conflict to pro- 
tect people and churches from fires, all without 
ever firing a shot. It was a very intense time 
that really only built a stronger team,” Horvath 
continued. “I was asked to assume a coveted 
Battle CPT position to help manage the Tacti- 
cal Operations Center and stayed in that rota- 
tion for the rest of the deployment.” 

Horvath’s overseas service continued with 
a second deployment to Iraq in 2009, now as 
the 34th Division’s Assistant Chief of Staff G-6, 
where she was responsible for Command and 
Control, Communications and Computers in an 
entire southern region of Iraq. 

As far as her coming out story goes, it all 
goes back to the days of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 
Around that time, queer voices weren’t as am- 
plified as they are today. 

“In 1997, positive gay characters did not ap- 
pear on every TV show, nor were the words of 
profound GLBT members projecting on pod- 
casts,” said Horvath. "There's so much great 
content to absorb and all the better to bring a 
resounding, thoughtful voice to a lone individ- 
ual who is struggling with their identity. At the 
time, I was just grateful for the Amazon Femi- 
nist bookstore off Loring Park and, of course, 
Lavender Magazine for the latest and greatest.” 

Horvath noted that prior to the enactment 
of DADT, harassment of queer troops was at a 
fever pitch, forcing many service members out. 

“One member I know personally, Barb Fu- 
gate, could run a mile faster than most men 
IN the service, had impeccable educational 
credits and had to to resign,” said Horvath. “At 
the time, she was an intelligence officer with 
a top secret security clearance. An impending 


Col. (P) Stefanie Horvath, pictured left, will be promoted to Brigadier General in the Minnesota National Guard on 
July 9. Photo courtesy of Stefanie Horvath 


re-investigation for that clearance would have 
exposed her. She chose to be honest and was 
kicked out for it. She would go on to become a 
national leading rugby coach and a CIO/CISO 
in the banking industry, but we will never truly 
know the negative impact on organizational 
performance of the services from losing peo- 
ple like Barb. The military has progressed, but 
there are those today who dealt with an unre- 
lenting environment hell bent on punitive ha- 
rassment. I believe it is important to remember 
these stories.” 

Horvath is also hugely passionate about 
promoting women in technology, and provides 
platforms for women in tech to present. 

“Each woman is on her own path so it is im- 
portant to understand her individual goals and 
concerns about technology,” said Horvath. “I 
confess I am not a super coder and certainly 
have more will than skill, but there are so many 
IT-related jobs, there seems to be something 
for everyone. If a woman does not want to 
code, how about IT project management and 
business analytics? I think some women slay 
at these critical functions to launch good soft- 
ware.” 

Horvath is currently married to her wife 
Christy, and has twin daughters. Horvath says 
that Christy has been an amazing and support- 
ive military spouse. 

“Christy and I wanted kids, and as the pro- 
cess is not entirely controllable, she became 
pregnant right before the Division deploy- 
ment,” said Horvath. “Although I was home 
for the births, the hardest day for both of us 
was one week later, when I returned to Iraq and 
she returned to the house with little humans. 
I would say Christy had the tougher duty and 
faced more uncertainty... Thankfully, Christy 


had our amazing rugby friends that brought 
over meals and even more amazing parents 
that painted closets, dutifully watched over the 
girls and gleefully wrapped them up in every- 
thing pink and purple.” 

Now that DADT is in the rear window, 
Horvath says that her experience as an openly 
queer soldier in the Minnesota National Guard 
has been nothing short of superlative. 

“I have really felt nothing but support 
from day one and it has only grown since the 
repeal of DADT in 2010 which led the way 
for members to serve openly in the services,” 
said Horvath. “Back in 2009, before the re- 
peal, as I was filling out my readiness paper- 
work for the Division deployment, the highly 
proficient admin clerk didn’t bat an eye 
when she keyed in my emergency contact 
as Christy, not Chris. Those two additional 
key strokes meant everything from Christy 
knowing something happened to me and en- 
titled her to my benefits”. 

So as Horvath prepares to make history as 
the first openly lesbian Brigadier General in 
Minnesota National Guard history, what words 
of wisdom does she have for young queer folk 
considering serving their country? 

“It is not easier to serve their country but 
the difficulty does not stem from a soldier’s 
sexual preference,” said Horvath. “The orga- 
nization is more open and accepting than ever 
before. The difficulty stems from the commit- 
ment necessary to be ‘Always Ready’, the man- 
tra our citizen soldiers adopt, because when 
the Guard is called up, there is an emergency. 
The GLBT (community) has much to offer in 
solving complex mission problems by their 
creative thinking and many competencies. The 
services are finally acknowledging it.” ፪ 
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Looking for a rewarding career 
where you can make a difference? 


А job as a Direct Support Professional might be right 
for you! REM Hennepin is an equal opportunity employer 
serving individuals with disabilities. We offer: 


ከ. 
p^ 


Competitive pay and benefits / Opportunities for growth 
Full- and part-time opportunities and advancement 
Diverse, welcoming workplace environment v^ Flexible hours and scheduling 


Apply now! Visit jobs.thementornetwork.com 


A partner of The MENTO qual Opportunity Employer 
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THE 2000 4th Ave 5 
ШС Minneapolis 
efus 612.870.9300 
M-F: 9-9 . Sat: 9-8. Sun: 11-6 
electricfetus.com 
Your local record store since 1968 


June 21 - July 13 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand 3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park 
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` Dire Drink Repeat 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis 
612.331.4544 
wildecafe.com - fb.com/wildecafe 
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¢ Authentic 
Louisiana 
Cajun food 


* Freshest 
seafood in town 


Dine-in or takeout 
Delivery by DoorDash, Bitesquad and Uber Eats 


301 N Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis 


jdhoyts.com 
(612) 338-1560 


1931 Nicollet Ave Minneapolis 
612.871.2334 » 612.871.4107 
Online order: www.cajunboilingmn.com 
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FREEDOM - A TRIBUTE TO 
GEORGE MICHAEL 

Friday, July 19 

Fireside Theatre at Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatres, 501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen 
952-934-1525 

www.chanhassendt.com 


In 1991, Julius Collins moved to the Twin 
Cities from Atlanta to be a part of Black Julius, 
a Funk and Roll band with Michael Bland man- 
aged by Prince. He was also the lead singer for 
Greazy Meal and remains a featured vocalist 
for Dr. Mambo’s Combos. Collins also has a 
vibrant reputation in Twin Cities musical the- 
ater scene, having given terrific performances 
in Blues in the Night and Rebels! On Broadway 
at the Ordway Center, Always and Forever at 
Illusion Theater with T. Mychael Rambo, and 
When a Man Loves a Diva at the Lab with Dane 
Stauffer and Ben Ballentine/Bakken. He co- 
owns Collins Live Mpls. 

Collins has been delving into the extraordi- 
nary realm of George Michael (1963-2016). He 
says he was “anti-pop” during the initial part of 
Michael’s Wham days, but adds, “I liked his 
Faith record a lot. But it was his Freedom 90al- 
bum that changed me. Powerful stuff! It was 
who was behind that image that had been so 
carefully crafted for him by his record label. It 
took courage for him to step out and be who 
he actually was. And you can feel that honesty 
when you listen to Freedom 90. George Mi- 
chael is real. His soulfulness is still underrated. 
And his catalog is loaded with gems.” 

Collins states, “There will be no imperson- 
ations—just a show of appreciation. I will have 
an amazing band that will help me to bring the 
music to life on July 19. We will do just that.” 
Indeed, there is much to be appreciated about 
George Michael. He opened the door to discus- 
sion of the fluidity of sexuality and eventually 
came out as gay. He was also very active in 
HIV/AIDS charity fundraising. 


JEEVES TAKES A BOW 
Through July 28 
Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. 
Minneapolis 
612-333-3010 
www.theatreintheround.org 

Most of P.G. Wodehouse’s stories featur- 
ing Jeeves the Butler take place in his native 
England. But this one happens in Manhattan, 
1932. John Adler returns to the role in Jeeves 
Takes A Bow for Theatre in the Round Players 
having played him there a year ago in Jeeves 
in Bloom. It’s a great opportunity to see how 
Wodehouse refined the English butler arche- 
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type and shrewdly commented on the pitfalls 
and ironies of class divisions. It also reminds 
us that just because you're of a lower station, 
doesn't mean you cannot refine yourself. Adap- 
tation playwright Margaret Raether has a vivid 
sense of this. 

Director Dann Peterson is a long-time sure 
hand at staging plays written with Victorian 
sensibilities, even when they're set in post- 
Victorian times. Playwriting and screenwrit- 
ing reflecting such sensibilities never seems 
to wane and audiences never seem to tire of 
it. That's because it hits at some core truth we 
can't seem to get away from. We also see this in 
television series like Downton Abbey and vari- 
ous films by David Lean. 


LAWRENCE OF ARABIA 
Sun, July 28 at 1 p.m. 

Heights Theater, 3951 Central Ave. 
Columbia Heights 
www.heightstheater.com 

There's а smug tendency in today’s activism 
to pooh-pooh representations of homosexuality 
in vintage films, even when they nonetheless 
make the top spots in countless lists of the 
"Best Movies Ever". A case in point is David 
Lean's Lawrence of Arabia, which deservedly 
won the 1962 Best Picture Oscar. The appre- 
hension of title character Т.Е. Lawrence, indel- 
ibly portrayed by Peter O'Toole, is right there 
on the screen. His performance falls prey to 
those who gripe about the fact that he was so 
darned good looking at the time the film was 
shot and that he stood over a half a foot taller 
than the actual TE. Lawrence. However, actors 
channel the essence of person, not a carbon 
copy. It has reached the point among many 
critics that if you don't have the exact shade of 
complexion of an historical figure you should 
be expelled from playing the role. 

Lean's legendarily epic sense of Man v. Na- 
ture and Man v. Man is stunningly realized in 
Lawrence of Arabia. 'The restrictive character 
of two homophobic forces—stratified British 
imperialism and the raw earthy masculinity 
of Arabian tribalism—suspend O’Toole’s Law- 
rence’s sense of self, and he gives us a man 
whose queerness in both presentation and in 
homoerotic desire exudes from between the 
lines. Lean and O’Toole understood something 
that wonky activist definitions of the ephemeral 
don’t. Human beings are to some degree, elu- 
sive, no matter how you intersectionalize us. 
And in a time when homosexuality could not 
even be discussed or even recognized, it would 
have often emerged elliptically. You didn’t pro- 


Jeeves Takes A Bow. Photo by Ron Ravensborg 


claim it then. This is why even as late as the 
1980s, when many gay men died of AIDS, so 
many people were genuinely shocked that 
such and such gay man was actually homosex- 
ual! I recall in 1986 overhearing in an Atlanta 
restaurant a southern woman saying incredu- 
lously that “the country is having a nervous 
breakdown” over the death of Rock Hudson, 
which had happened the year before. And this 
was a full six decades after the death of Т. E. 
Lawrence. (It was until the Sexual Offences 
Act, 1967 decriminalized adult homosexuality.) 

Lawrence, living in the dark afterglow of the 
downfall of Oscar Wilde, would not have been 
able to “be himself” in the way we feel we can 
nowadays. One must look at the man himself 
and his time, as well as the man interpreting 
the story. In this case, not just O’Tool, but Da- 
vid Lean. Lean had been a close artistic collabo- 
rator with Noel Coward, a man whose gayness 
was an open secret. To get by in society and 
even in show business, you had to play it cool. 
It’s impossible to not consider that this was 
somewhere in the master director’s thoughts 
as he directed O’Toole. It brings to mind a 
contemporary counterpoint—Donald Trump’s 
close relationship with controversial Jewish 
gay blade, Roy Cohn, reflexively scorned by 
progressivists. But it’s difficult, when you know 
about their platonic and fond relationship to 
consider how one mentally nurtured the other. 
And that in and of itself is not a crime and never 
should be considered so. Nor is it an indication 
of latency or closetry. To go that route, is to say 
gay and straight men can never be friends. Not 
a good thing. 

As for O’Toole’s blond good looks, the ac- 
tual Т.Е. Lawrence was also quite handsome. 


SPOTLIGHT BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


In his youth he would surely have triggered la- 
tent homoerotic feelings in any number of un- 
conscious men, whether they were were from 
western or middle-eastern cultures. Good look- 
ing well built men have a way of eliciting this. 
Always have. Always will. 

In closing, don’t look at any theatrical film as 
a definitive, accurate historical statement. Use 
it as a springboard for your own inquiry into 
a person or time. Relish films like Lawrence of 
Arabia, The Longest Day, and Nicholas апа Al- 
exandra. Or the historical plays of Shakespeare 
and others. They are treasures that wonky ac- 
tivism frankly does not understand and should 
never have the last word over. 


LEAVES OF GRASS - 
ILLUMINATED 

July 12-14 

Dowling Studio at Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd 
St., Minneapolis 

612-377-2224 

www.guthrietheater.org 

Patrick Scullys magnificent stage medita- 
tion on the heart, mind and life of the gay man 
who is regarded as the seminal figure of queer 
culture is back. Walt Whitman (1819-1892) 
looms also as an American who stands as a gi- 
ant of world literature and his Leaves of Grass 
collection is a poetic masterwork. Scully has 
been selected to reprise his acclaimed piece 
at the Level 9 Series at the Guthrie Theater's 
Dowling Studio. 

Scully shares, “Just as Walt Whitman con- 
tinued to work and rework Leaves of Grass af- 
ter its initial publication, I have developed and 
refined my Whitman show since its debut. The 
first performance of Leaves of Grass — Uncut- 
was in July of 2014 in the Fresh Ink Series at 
Illusion Theater. As befits that series, the show 
was a work in progress, a delightful, sprawl- 
ing concoction with 18 male dancers and two 
actors. Now, five years later, at the Guthrie, 
Leaves of Grass — Illuminated, this show will be 
recognizable, and yet quite different." 

Over the past five years Leaves of Grass – Il- 
luminated has played widely, including The Big 
Apple and was named Best Dramatic Actor of 
2014 in Lavender Spotlight. Therefore it can- 
not helped but to have evolved. As for what one 
can expect will reflect that, Scully points out, 
“Editing and some rewrites so that the show 
is shorter, tighter—more a gourmet meal, 
less a Thanksgiving feast. Whitman might say, 
less an opera and more a chamber work. The 
script is tighter, having had the benefit of in- 
put from several colleagues and collaborators, 
including Djola Branner, Joe Chvala, and Ben 


Kreilkamp." 

He also says, “Оп a very practical level, 
there will be fewer dancers, only six this time 
(all from the original cast). And only one actor, 
me as Whitman." 

As for what's new: “Video projections of the 
original dances will be layered into the new 
show, along with live dances, adding a poetic 
mystery to the dances and show. This was part 
of my original intention, to mount the big show 
at Illusion, while recording rehearsals and 
performances, to later reweave the recorded 
dances back into a live show. Videographer 
Nancy Mason Hauser was instrumental in this, 
as were projection artists Clemens Kowalski 
and Oscar Loeser." 

"Perhaps most importantly, I have had the 
opportunity to perform this show nearly four 
score times over the last five years. I imagine 
I become a bit more Whitmanesque with each 
show. The title change, from Uncut to Шиті- 
nated, is an attempt to clarify the goal of the 
show, to illuminate. (Though Walt and I both 
miss the double entendre of the old name)." 

Be warned: when you see Leaves of Grass — 
Illuminated, you can't help but be struck at how 
Scully becomes amazingly close to the pure es- 
sence of Walt Whitman in corporeal form. It's 
uncanny! 


THE VIKINGS BEGIN 

Through Oct. 27 

American Swedish Institute, 2600 Park Ave. 
Minneapolis 

612-871-4907 

www.ASimn.org 

There is a generalized view of the Vikings of 
Scandinavia as primitive marauders, torturers, 
and rapists. This one-sided view surely suits 
various agendas nowadays in our time of Male 
Derangement Syndrome. But of course, histo- 
ry is more layered and complex. The American 
Swedish Institute is countering such stereo- 
types with a riveting exhibition from the oldest 
university in all the Nordic countries, Sweden’s 
Uppsala University and its museum, Gustavia- 
num. From warfare to maritime trade to the 
honoring of the dead, this exhibit plunges the 
visitor into the early currents of Scandinavian 
streams of Western Civilization. “Plunge” is ap- 
ropos because as you enter the exhibit, where 
the lights are low, you see a replica of a boat 
which served as a grave. 

The Vikings Begin contains vessels and 
artifacts unearthed near Uppsala shortly af- 
ter World War I. However, the turbulent time 
of the period between the world wars, World 
War II itself, and the reconstruction after that, 


prevented focus on coming to terms with just 
what was found. Therefore, these finds did 
not receive proper examination until recently. 
Moreover, these discoveries spirit forth from 
a time and cultural space where there are no 
written records. 

It’s the objects themselves that speak to us. 
They reveal a culture of craftspersons, trad- 
ers, navigators, and iron workers active from 
the mid-500s to the late 700s A.D. It is widely 
thought that this struggling culture of what’s 
known as the Vendel Period, was born out 
of environmental necessity. Its people were 
compelled to reach out beyond Scandinavia 
because of volcanoes that obscured the sun in 
the sixth century causing crop failures. As with 
any culture trying to survive, there was a mix 
of harsh militarization (which can be debated 
at length on moral grounds v. survival) and civi- 
lized interactions within and with outside cul- 
tures beyond, such as those on the Baltic Sea. 
Both trade and pillage strengthened a tiered 
class hierarchy from within that, like it or not, 
created stability. 

Projections of boat burial imagery, actual 
battle helmets and swords for intended for 
practical use, as well as for elitist affect, add to 
the exhibit’s haunting atmosphere. However, 
the smaller items are what give The Vikings 
Begin a special characteristic: actual fasteners 
found in the boats, bracelets from beads found 
in a grave, a compact weight scale that was 
used to determine value of not only gems but 
of coins that could be broken down in smaller 
pieces as a form of payment. 

North Americans may also be struck by 
how The Vikings Begin focuses on trade routes 
that push into the Baltic area rather than the 
North Atlantic image that seems to permeate 
what we generally receive in our neck of the 
woods. Americans often thinks of Vikings in 
relation to the medieval British Isles, Ireland, 
and the east North American coast visited by 
Norse explorer Leif Erikson who hailed from 
Iceland a few centuries after the Vendel era. 
But they went south from their environs, not 
just west. Remember, that the major Icelandic 
sagas, such as the Icelandic milestone in world 
literature, Njal’s Saga, came from the early part 
of the second millennium A.D. So The Vikings 
Begin predates that. We stand on the shoulders 
of these “primitive” people whether we like to 
admit it to ourselves or not. The American 
Swedish Institute now offers us a thrilling ex- 
hibit to extend our own historical understand- 
ing of their vital contribution to the develop- 
ment of civilization. It is likely to linger in your 
mind long after you’ve experienced it. 
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The new IML/IMBB titleholders and runners-up, from left: First runner-up for IML, Jawn Marques (Mr. San Francisco Leather 2019); first runner-up for IMBB, Geoff Millard (CA 
State Bootblack 2018); International Mr. Leather 2019, Jack Thompson (Leatherman of Color 2019); International Mr. Bootblack 2019, Kriszly de Hond (XXXLeather's House Boot- 
black); second runner-up for IML, Fionn Scott (Mr. Leather Ireland 2019); and second runner-up for IMBB, Sparkie (Illinois Community Bootblack 2015). Photo by Steve Lenius 


IML/IMBB Weekend 2019: 
Tradition and Evolution 


Jack Thompson, Leatherman of Color 2019 
from Baltimore, Md. and, in his own words, 
a “proud biracial, transgender, HIV-positive 
man,” became the 41st International Mr. Leath- 
er titleholder at the International Mr. Leather 
and International Mr. Bootblack (IML/IMBB) 
weekend May 23-27, 2019 in Chicago. 

Shortly before Thompson was sashed, 
Kriszly de Hond, a bootblack from The Nether- 
lands, became the 27th International Mr. Boot- 
black titleholder. De Hond noted in his contest 
speech that European bootblacks often do 
not have safe working conditions, sometimes 
are erroneously thought to be slaves, and are 
often kicked, abused or disrespected. He said 
he wanted to work to create better working 
conditions and more appreciation for boot- 
blacks in Europe. 


Minnesota was represented among the IML 
contestants by Tommy Rosengren, Mr. Minne- 
apolis Eagle 2019, and Kurt Patton, Mr. Twin 
Cities Leather 2019—and many others from 
Minnesota made the trip to Chicago for the 
weekend to cheer for the two Minnesota con- 
testants. 

In many ways this year's IML/IMBB week- 
end followed a traditional and familiar pattern. 
The host hotel was, once again, the Congress 
Plaza. As in previous years, the contestants 
were introduced on Thursday evening—al- 
though the introductions took place in a new 
venue, the Feinburg Theater at VenueSix10, a 
block south of the host hotel. The *Pecs and 
Personality" Physique Prejudging event took 
place Saturday evening and the main contest 
and show took place Sunday evening, both in 


the Auditorium Theater at Roosevelt Univer- 
sity. 

As usual, the weekend offered many other 
activities besides the IML and IMBB contests. 
Friday evening featured an assortment of par- 
ties and other events including "Flashback," 
a celebration of James Lee and Lucky Rebel, 
the outgoing IML and IMBB titleholders. On 
Saturday the Titans of the Midwest presented 
workshops on “Understanding Dynamics vs. 
Abuse in BDSM”, “Financial Domination", 
“Recovery in Leather", and a panel discussion 
featuring four visual/ performance artists from 
the leather/fetish community. In addition, re- 
ceptions were held by groups including the 
Leather Archives & Museum, BLUF Chicago, 
Chicago Hellfire Club, Titans of the Midwest, 
and LORE (Leatherfolk of Recovery). 
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The IML Leather Market was bustling all 
weekend long. The usual well-known large 
vendors were there, but there also was a nice 
assortment of small, artisanal vendors display- 
ing interesting and unusual leather and fetish- 
related goods. 

Among all the comfortable familiar features 
of the weekend, however, were a few chang- 
es. There has been a trend in recent years to- 
ward increasing parity between the IML and 
IMBB contests. As part of that trend, this year 
the bootblack contestants were presented on 
Thursday evening along with the IML contes- 
tants; the judges for both the IML and IMBB 
contests were always introduced together; for 
the first time the bootblack contestants made 
speeches at the contest on Sunday evening in 
the same manner as the top 20 IML semifinal- 
ists presented their speeches; and, at the con- 
clusion of Sunday evening’s contests, the new 
IMBB titleholder and runners-up joined the 
new IML titleholder and runners-up on stage 
for victory photos. 

Many of the changes seen during this 
year’s IML/IMBB weekend were connected 
with the various kinds of evolving diversity 
within the leather/BDSM/fetish community. 
Some of the evolving diversity can be summed 
up by looking individually at each of the three 


words in “International Mr. Leather”: “Inter- 
national—The weekend was international 
to an extent never seen before. Eighteen of 
this year’s 68 IML contestants, and one of 
this year’s four IMBB contestants, were from 
places other than the United States, includ- 
ing Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, the 
European Union, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Mexico, the Netherlands, Puer- 
to Rico, Spain, Switzerland, and Venezuela. 
Many translators were called upon frequently 
throughout the weekend to translate onstage 
questions and answers. 

"Mr."—With binary conceptions of gender 
increasingly seeming dated or outmoded for 
quite a few people, and with the increasing 
presence of leather transmen, transwomen 
and other kinds of gender diversity in the 
community, what are we to do with the “Mr.” 
in International Mr. Leather and International 
Mr. Bootblack? Well, the IML contest has wel- 
comed transgender contestants since 1998. At 
least two of this year's IML contestants were 
transmen, and there were many more trans 
and gender-variant folks in the audience. I 
heard there was some sniping on social media, 
but in real life the crowd at this year's weekend 
seemed to welcome, embrace and celebrate all 
the various shades and kinds of gender—mas- 
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culine and others—on stage, in the audience, 
and around the host hotel. 

"Leather"—The diverse personalities, na- 
tionalities and interests of this year's group 
of contestants was mirrored and symbolized 
by what they wore onstage during the compe- 
tition. They wore leather in black, brown, red, 
orange, turquoise, white, and yellow. They 
wore kilts, harnesses, chains and chainmail, 
jocks, goggles, cowboy hats, puppy hoods, a 
leather bootblacking apron, a bullfighting cape, 
and fur in the form of a mask, a stole and a wolf 
tail. One contestant used a wheelchair, and 
his was not the only wheelchair seen during 
the weekend. 

For many people the annual IML/IMBB 
weekend is a chance to check out, and reflect 
upon, the state of the leather/BDSM/fetish 
community. The annual speeches delivered 
at the contest by the late Chuck Renslow, 
the founder of the IML contest, were often 
referred to as a "leather state of the union 
address." Renslow is no longer with us, 
but from everything your humble colum- 
nist saw and experienced during this year's 
IML/IMBB weekend, the state of the con- 
test event Renslow started, and the state of 
the leather community he helped nurture for 
so many years, is strong. ll 
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many have read in THESE the co-talents of The original to celebrate the 
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New Yorker, has 
written a prodi- 
gious, one-volume 


history of the |f, ya БУУСУ, 
United States, Wy 
carefully explain- е 
ing in her intro- 

duction what she 
has and has пої 
intended the book 
to be. In rich— 
sometimes ripe—prose, she forges a 
lengthy chain, linking event to event, out- 
come to outcome, to explain the America 
in which we live today, after the founders 
avoided race in their key documents, 
after John Adams ignored wife Abigail’s 
1776 injunction to “Remember the la- 
dies.” A long read that becomes almost 
Aeschylean as Lepore unfolds the tapes- 
try of our history, revealing the inevitable 
outcome, for good or ill, of choices made, 
of political paths taken; one red carpet 
after another, metaphorically trodden, if 
you will. 


ist Crystal “Crys” 
Nguyen, Vietnam- 
ese-born, Amer- 
ican-raised, who 
inveigles the Na- 
tional Geographic 
to send her to 
South Africa on 
assignment and 
to locate missing reporter—and friend— 
Michael Davidson. On the ground, she’s 
enmeshed in a Gordian knot of rhino 
poachers, smugglers, local farmers eager 
to sell legally harvested horn, Mozam- 
bique crime bosses and two-timing for- 
eign powers. A dead pilot in the desert, 
a flight to Sweden, a return to Vietnam, 
back to South Africa; Crys, trusting no 
one, must face the denouement alone. 
The thriller thrills, yet details the Byz- 
antine complexity and destructiveness 
of poaching, while teaching Crys aware 
that there is no immunity to money’s lure. 
Black-and-white—then Stanley fills in the 
grays. 


NEW YORK 


the 25th anniver- 
sary of the Stone- 
wall Inn riots; in 
the 1990s, AIDS 
was still deadly, 
retrovirals had 
not yet been re- 
leased. Chauncey 
wrote originally 
to document the 
vibrant and not- 
so-closeted lives that many gay men led 
in the half-century between 1890 and 
1940. Drawing on photos, diaries, news- 
papers court records, he demonstrated 
that many gay lives included festivals, 
drag performances, beauty contests and 
were not the dreary, isolated lives that 
the public was led to believe. For this 
50th anniversary edition, Chauncey pro- 
vides a new Preface, reframing the text 
to reveal more optimism, stressing the 
richness and progress with the gay rights 
movement, the burgeoning academic 
studies of gender—and transgender— 
studies, unheard of scant decades ago. 


years at the Tower 
of London than 
reading Chris- 
topher ^ Skaife's 
anecdotal mem- 
oir? || Fully-titled 
Yeoman Warder 
of Her Majesty's 
Royal Palace and 
Fortress the Tow- 
er of London, former soldier Skaife is the 
chief ceremonial guardian of the Tower 
and its ancient rituals. King Charles's 
supposed decree (six ravens must main- 
tain continual residence or the Tower and 
the Monarchy will fall) may have more 
modern roots; nevertheless, seven of 
the birds are kept, named, guarded, fed 
and tended by Skaife and crew. From 
5:30 AM when he releases them, to their 
bedtime quartering, Skaife oversees 
their safety, no easy matter for animals 
with razor-sharp beaks and up to 4-foot 
wingspans. Humorous, harrowing, 
haunted—a fine read. ፪ 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. То reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 


advertising @ lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, massage therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 

www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health 
Comprehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care 
from a multi-disciplinary team. Providing 
gender affirmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics and 
Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal 
Economic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 
Whether it's а fling or a serious thing - get 


Paul. Offering PrEP. 
555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 
St. Paul, MN 

651) 266-1255 
clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country. 
Listen on air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio К (КООМ) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


ested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICAL 


Stonewall DFL Democrats 

LGBTQ outreach arm of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, working 
to elect LGBTQ leaders and allies. 

255 E. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107 
(651) 293-1200 

mnstonewalldfl.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
You are welcome. No exceptions. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 

www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Making a difference in communities 
across Minnesota. Helping Minnesota 
students and seniors with personalized 
services that promote independent, 
healthy & abundant lives. 

(651) 310-9440 

www.Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League 

Now in its 41st season, join hundreds of 
LGBTA softball players participating in 
the TCGSL. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 55458 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 

www. DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 

www. visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

75 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651) 265-4900 
www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


| Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
DE |; TAX preparation 
=] y FEE ONLY financial planning 


ዛ NO product sales 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2222 


Estimates 7ат-5рт • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. $, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


Bill's Monthly Memberships 
ደ፻2ፖ 2 5 Star Rated Ranges 
Zi shop? Huge Retail Selection 
Training Classes 


<f Range 
WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


HOME SERVICES 


Whole House Deep Clean 


$199. 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
Local & woman owned. 
Member of LGBTQ community 


pum Call Today! 612-66921606 


WWW.SPARKLEMN.COM 


MATT TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 
men Ө) 
INSURANCE 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto‘ Home : Life 


* Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 


Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


Couples Counseling 


marylouisegooch.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES 
for LGBTQI Individuals & Couples 


Serving the community 
for over 20 years! 


REAL ESTATE 


десе. ( 
BURNET Live Wel... Invest Wisely 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 
= РЕШ 1 


TIMBER" CREEK 
GOLF COURSE 
9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN, MN 55388 


952) 955-3600 


WINDOW CLEANING 
WINDOW CLEANING 
Y , EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE 


Contact Peter at 
; Em (612) 875-6747 
== WWW.fiatluxwindowcleaning.com 


fiatluxwindowcleaning(2 gmail.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Call 612-436-4698 
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OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Two Things 


A few years ago, I received an email from a 
woman in Christiansburg, West Virginia (yes, 
it’s areal town) who shared about the death of 
the relationship between her twenty-something 
transgender daughter and husband. 

The daughter had come out as her true, 
authentic self a couple years before, and while 
the email writer-mother was sympathetic and 
supportive, the father was not. In fact, father 
and child had been very close when the child 
presented as a boy and then young man; upon 
transitioning genders, the (now) daughter found 
a father who refused to accept her as a daughter. 
The father had stopped talking to the daughter 
entirely and my correspondent felt pressure to 
support her husband at the expense of her child. 

The mother had read my book and wanted 
some advice on how to handle the situation. 
She was exceedingly torn—her heart was 
broken however she went—and I could feel 
the pain in her words. It was an example of 
what happens when a parent (here, the father) 
thinks small and selfishly. 

My advice was to not give up on the hope 
that her husband would come around to her 
child. I also suggested that she reiterate her 
love to her daughter, even if that meant risking 
the wrath of her husband. 

I never heard back from that Christiansburg 
mother. I think of her from time to time and 
wonder how things have gone. I also wonder 
if she succumbed to her husband’s pressure 
and ended up shutting out her new daughter, a 
death upon a death. 

In contrast, of late I’ve received numerous 
emails, Facebook messages, and in-person ap- 
proaches from the parents of transgender chil- 
dren. Most often, it’s been the mothers who 
have communicated, but occasionally a dad 
reaches out. Uniformly, these parents support 
their children, affirming their identities and 
doing what they can to ensure their child is 
accepted and provided the same opportunities 
open to any other kid. 

With great consistency, I also hear about 
how the children of these parents are doing well, 
even thriving, living as their authentic selves. It’s 
heartwarming to be the recipient of such positive 
news and proof that anything is possible when a 
child feels loved and supported. 

I'm a parent myself and know the challenges 
that come with raising a child. We don't get to 
pick the kind of human whom our child authenti- 
cally is. All we get is a choice: we can insist on 


« 


what’s “right” or “best” for a child based оп a set 
of regimented beliefs imposed by society or one’s 
religion, or alternately, we can actually “see” the 
human before us. Choosing the latter course in- 
volves a lot of faith that in life, some things—like 
gender or sexuality or one’s innate need to sing 
or write or play the piano—aren’t choices. 

Frankly, I’m in awe of the parents of trans 
kids. In today’s America, they’re scared to 
death about what the future holds for their 
child, yet they are willing to let their child live 
authentically. By necessity, this involves a de- 
gree of personal courage that very few parents 
would be willing to demonstrate. These hu- 
mans are true heroes and we should accord 
them great respect. And support. 

Please, be there for the parents of transgen- 
der kids just as you'd be there for their child. 

On a totally separate note, this will be my last 
column for a couple months. I’m taking a mini 
sabbatical to work on the second installment of 
my memoir trilogy. The first volume, Getting to 
Ellen: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change, launched in early 2013. That book details 
struggling with my gender and sexual identities 
and the choice I had to make in forfeiting the love 
of my high school sweetheart-turned wife in fa- 
vor of me loving myself. 

My second book, Being Ellen: A Newly- 
Minted Woman Takes on the World (at least 
that's the current working title—we'l see if it 
survives), will detail the near ten-years since I 
transitioned genders surgically. It'll cover what 
it's like to get a do-over where one goes from 
hiding in the closet to living very publicly and 
authentically, even if doing so has meant not 
“passing” as a genetic female due to my hold- 
over masculine voice. 

Ive been working on Being Ellen in drips 
and drabs without much success at creating 
volume. My hope is that if I take off a singular 
chunk of time to write, something will gel to 
push the book along. We'll see. 

Until I appear here again, I wish you—my 
dear gentle readers—the very best. I look for- 
ward to connecting again relatively soon. In the 
meantime, be well! ፪ 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug is the author of Getting to El- 
len: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where 
you can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(d 


gmail.com. 
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LAVENDER'S‏ س 
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THURSDAY 


JULY 11 • 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
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